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Here at the nonprofit we keep the theme to Saint Paul and our doors wide
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corners of the world, to send us stories and poems about our small chunk
of global real estate. In keeping with our commitment to civic engagement,
we include a yearly events calendar of all things Saint Paul and the birthdays
of notable people who have lived in our city and made a significant contri-
bution to it or the larger world. We offer historical facts, quotations, and
trivia about Saint Paul too. Listed in the back of the book are our favorite
restaurants, along with the city’s independent coffee shops, health and fit-
ness events, museums and tours, music and dance venues, theaters, art
galleries, bookstores, food co-ops, and sports.

So why build an almanac around a city?

We do this to remind ourselves of the sacredness of our place on earth—how
we move, live, and exist here, how we reach out and support one another.
At the Saint Paul Almanac, we’re convinced that our city places, spaces, and
people deeply affect each of us.
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community editors debated, rated, voted, and decided which of these sto-
ries and poems to include in this year’s Almanac. Each of them gave time and
care to every piece they read. Initially, they disagreed with each other often
and heatedly. Eventually, they reached agreement based on their collective
commitment to the democratic editorial process.
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who so unstintingly gave themselves to the shaping of this Almanac’s con-
tents: Richard Broderick, May Lee-Yang, Donna Legato, Chamath Perera,
Uribiia H. Si-Asar, Deborah Torraine, Libby Tschida, and Diego Vazquez, Jr.

We hope this year’s experiment in democratic editing will continue, be-
coming yet another great Saint Paul story.
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Introduction

Saint Paul Almanac is at once a historical archive and a resource of stories,
recipes, poetry, and photographs. Each page reflects the muse inside each
writer, telling a story about a deed well done, an adventurer gone renegade,
or an opportunity stumbled upon.

When | first held a Saint Paul Almanac, | thought to myself, “Here’s a
handy little tome penned by wannabe writers.” But oh! was | delighted to
find that inside each book was a treasure chest of memories, ideas, laugh-
ter, sorrow, history, pictures, and a year-long calendar! (I love calendars. |
keep one on Yahoo.)

| love short stories, and | enjoy history. So it was easy to accept the
invitation to join seven other Saint Paul residents (and fellow writers) as a
community editor. Together, we read hundreds of submissions. We clocked
hours that turned into days in an effort to bring you the best Saint Paul
Almanac to date. You will read stores about old Saint Paul; you will bear wit-
ness to the current cultural changes in our community and our landscape.
There will be times when you may actually feel snow fall upon your brow
or may want to shout for your home team! By the end of this book, | hope
you feel as | do—that the world is a better place because of Saint Paul. Enjoy,
Encourage—Engagee!

—Deborah A. Torraine, Saint Paul Almanac community editor

For information on events listed in the
calendar section, see pages 292—311

xiii
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